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P Was abet laſt Nis te 1. + Gate N ay 
| Houſe to hear you, 155 all Men, inveigh a 
gainſt reſtraining the Ficentlouſneſs of the - 
Press; begatiſe, ro my knowledge, you had 
| been long of A different mos. * * 
I was Tadeed: the more ſutpriz d, becauſe 1 
had been Talking About yau the Night before, 
| with a Comrade; at whoſe Father's Houſe in the 
Country, you paß d the laſt Chriſmaſi time Was 
| three Tear: ou, Sir, and my Friendꝭ Father, 
it ſcems, ſpent moſt of the long Evenings in a 
familiar Diſcourſe upon this very Argument, viz. 
| Whether it would be a Publick Good to lay an 
effectual Reſtraint upon the Preſs, or no? 
And you having taken up the Afflrmative, my 
Friend, who writes Short-Hand, „ Was order'd to 
take dowg all that ſhould de faid on either Side; 
which he did, and afterwards ttanſcribed it; and 
hath lately favour'd me with a Cop 


Lou was pleas'd to take Notice, That Hh 


eious 


22 


| icant 's Majeſty, having, at the openin of that 
I Parliament}, juſtly complained co. bot! Houſes 
= of an Injury done Her Fay the Prefs by mali- 


* 


cious Men; ſo very Malicious as even in Print to 

Things of the--moſt fatal Confequence. 

| The Lords and Commons finding 1 good 

Queen —.— thereat, and knowing that our 

higheſt Felicicy on Eareh is With Her Ma- 

jelſy, did deere y Addreſs the Queen there- 
upon. 

Phe Lords telling Her Majet y, the will do 
all they can to diſcbunienance and defeat the Deſigns 
and Practices of thoſe, 2vho foment Angmoſities among 
the People, and will euer ſhow the utmoſt Det eſt ation 
of thoſe Ungrateful | and Wicked Men , who labour 
to diſhonour Her Majeſty's Reign, and diſtract her 
Subjects with unreaſonable and groundleſs Fealou- 

ſies, &c. and ſhall be ready to concur, in all Mea- 
ſures requiſite to put .a ſtop to the Malice of thoſe 
Incendiaries : Deſiring withal , They may. be 44 

ſecuted and puniſh'd with the utmoſt rigour of Law, as | 
the moſt ſpiteful aud dangerous Enemies to rhe Church 
and State, That ſeeing the. Queen had d given unde 
niabie Evidence, of e. Maj Majeſty, s Comcern, for the Dig- 
nity and Honour of 00 Ch 5 They will not be' 
wanting in their utmoſt aps, 10 reconcile and 
wnite,all Her Subjects, 3 to extinguiſh thoſe unbappy 
Animofities which have tao, much prevail d among us. 
e Commons, with. zh greateſt. concern imagi- 
nable, found the Queen ha Juſt reaſon to Complain, 
and aſſure Her Mejeſty, that they wil 2ealouſly. cancur 
in every thing, that may. tend fo Hau, n 
ſuel Incendiaries. 3 
Now. ſeeing then, that both” He f 7 
liament have reflected with ſo much al 4 
tion on the mee of the Pref „and re- 
ſolved Unanimouſly to, cancun in every thing that 

may tend to reconci 2 and my all Her Majeſty's * 
Subjects, to 7 our unhappy Animoſities, and 
to diſcauntenauce 4 * ſuc; Deſigns. and Pra- 
d ices, 4 diſhonour te Queen s reign, and Men 

er 


N * 5 ) | 
ber Subjefts, And in all Pexſores. requiſite to put 4 
ſtop to the Malice of Incen 
9 inferc'd, that t le — % and ſincere Re- 
ſolutions of Lords and Commons, could not more 
effectually be put in Practice, than by Reftrain- * 
ing the Liberty of the Pr Which was formerly 
look d upon as a Matter of Expediency, accompa- 
nied indeed with ſome Incomveniencies 5 but now. If 
% late, to Ballance thoſe Inconweniencies, nh ariſe | 
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ö wage Arguments of Neceſſity , as thoſe: Who 

; were formerly againſt ſuch a Reſtraint could not 

R  foreſge, and that the molt (pit ful and moſt dag. 
raus Enemies to Church and State, durſt ever Bus. I 
a freſh occaſion to enquire into. 14 
: Reſtraint therefore, or no Reftraine, was the 

< Subject of your Diſcourſe ; But managed, I am 
- told, with all that Fairneſs and Equanimity, that 1 
p Nature and good Manners, that Peace- ql 
d | ableneſs, Moderation, and Sincerity., which Il 
* | they, who talk of publick Aﬀaics, ought co make 
e The Queſtion, then you were upon, is this, Vice 14 
4 Whether it will conduce more to the Peace and | | 
7 Welfare of England, 11 the Honour of the. | 

(+ Queen's COINS the Preſs to continus = | 
=. | open to the Licentiouſneſs, which, hath been of 
bs late Years. pradiiſed ; or, Whether it may not 1 
* better be job Wes d d within due Limits 3 either by | 
5 reviving the Aa ma de in 825 Car. 2. or by ſome 

[Other Law, that may ſlectually hinder or ob- | 
4 900 the Deſigns Fired and Malicious Men, 1 
— | who make no other uſe of Printing, but to di- 
>= the Government, or otberwiſe injure theic =—_ | 
41 Fellow Subjects. | 
s| _ To 40 Juſtice then, on both ſides ; to che Cat 
4 trowerly ; you did, 
— | 1. In the Firſt place, ſtate the Auen chat 
« roy been, or may perhaps bg, made uſe of tg 
er a defend 

[72 


(6 vt 
defend the Liberty of the Preſs; and to each Ar- 
gument you ſubjoyn'd ſuch Conſiderations, which 
2 thought moſt proper to ter it in a true 
Li "ER 
On the other ſide, You offer ſuch Reaſons 
for a due Reſtraint of the Prefs, as are moſt ob- 
vious, and of greateſt Moment; yer ſuch only 
as you judged not liable to any fair Objection. 

1. The firſt Argument taken notice of, for an 
Unreſtrain'd Freedom of the Preſs, was drawn 
from the Liberty and Property of the SubjeB, which 
all Britain are ſo tender of; becauſe our Reli- 
gion, Reputation, Lives and Eſtates are ſo much : 
concerned therein ; and therefore, ought to take 
place firſt of all in our Thoughts. 4 

Conſ. By Liberty was underſtood , That every 
Engliſhman is born free from any Obligation or 
| Burden, but what his Fore-fathers have entred 
into,” and voluntarily laid upon themſelves, 
and their Poſterity; or what the Perſon now in 
being hath been or ſhall be conſenting to, by 
every Man's Repreſentative in Parliament, and 

therefore no Act of Parliament to be made, can 
infringe the Liberty of the Subject, becauſe eve- 
ry- Man doth virtually and legally give his Con- 
ſent. Volenti nn fit Injuria, is a known Maxim. 

And if the Liberty of the Subject, may be 
pleaded in barr to any new Law, then chere muſt 
be no Laws made but What are meerly Explana- 
ory of former ones; But ſuch a ſition de- 
ſtroys the Government all at once, and therefore 

can never be allowed, becauſe ſaid you, The * 
ok Parliaments is to amend the'Kingvom. 

By P2operty, is to be underſtood; that every 
Man may juſtly account that his own, which the 
Laws of the Land have made him a Proprietor 
of z yet ſo far only, as that thereby he doth not, 
as another; but no Man hath a Property to 


injure 


11 8 


injure another, and he that doth but meddle with 


other Peoples Matters, farther than he himſelf 
is concern d, our Law pronounces guilty of a 
Fault: Culpa eſt immiſcere, rei ad. ſe non pertinents 7 


ſo that if a private Man, in his private Capacity, 


will meddle with publick Matters, a Law may 

juſtly be made to prohibit him, without infring- 
ing Property, and eſpecially, if it appears to 
But after all, they who are on the other ſide, 


the Legiſlative Powers, that ſuch Men as he, 


do both publick and private I 


draw very cogent Reaſons for reſtraining the 
Liberty of the Preſs, from the ſame Topic of 
Liberty and Property.; and therefore, we ought to 
ſuſpend our Judgment a little, till we hear what 


they ſa 


ir}? 


Wk + The next Argument was drawn up into a 
ſort of Propoſition, to wit, It is the mutual Duty 
f Men to inform each other, in thoſe Propoſitions they 


apprehend to be true, and the Arguments by which they 


endeavour to prove them, which cannot be done ſo well 


as by printing them : Letter to a Member of Parli- 


ament printed 1698, pag. 4. 


Conl. 2. This, (without prejudicing the Cauſe 


in hand) you was allowed to ſay is no Argu- 
ment, but a Specimen of that Sophiſtry, which 


by impoſing falſe Arguments on the World, ſhows 


the Neceſſity of a quite contrary Concluſion. 
For if the major Propoſition be true, it is the 


Duty not only of every Papiſt, but likewiſe of 


every Infidel, Jew, and Heretick, to ſeduce the 
Orthodox Chriſtians into theſe Perſwaſions: A 


Papiſt, for inſtance, may ſay it is my Duty to 
pervert as many Proteſtants as I can, — Printing 


is the beſt ow 20 therefore I ought to be allowed 
the free uſe of the Preſs. wh % 


2% 


But here in England it is not his Duty, becauſe 


no Nan is obliged in Duty to perform an Act of 
Charity, 


— 


38 - 


(8 ) 


* 


Charity, (ſuppoſe that to be 


tempt, ſo as to break through all the Laws which 
have been made to the contrary ; eſpecially. if 
he is a Member of the Civil Society, and owes his 
on Safety and. Protection to a tacit Stipulati- 

on between Him and the Government; that he 
ſhall not openly attempt ſuch or fuch a thing. 


Bur che Queftion was not, whether a Man be ne- 


| vertheleſs bound in Conſcience to attempt it ; 

dut whether the Government, thinking ſuch At- 
tempts unlawful and miſchievous, ought not to 
provide againft them, ſo far forth as ſuch a * 
viſion may, in the Eye of the Government, em 


£ 
7 


neceſſary, to protect and conſerve Evangelical 
Truth; for you both agreed, it is not what this 


'vr that Man thinks, but what the Government 
hall think moſt reaſonable? bat 
And yonaverr'd that it is no Mans Duty, to 
2 or publiſh any thing concerning Religion, 
but under the ſuffrage of thoſe, who are pro- 
per Judges of what is Evangelical Truth, or Ag 
tichriſtian Error; for if every Man that will, 


may ſer up for a publick Teacher, there is an 


end of all Order and Diſcipline in the Church. 
Another Sophiſm is, that it is Men, mutual Du- 
ty, without conſidering Means. 


As if one ſhould lay down this for a Propo- 


fition. Tt is Mens mutual Duty tp releaſe one an. 


ther out of Diſtreſs, not ar all ſaid you, unlels 


to the Propoſition be added lawfully, juſtly, fairly, 


or ſomething that may exprels Te Aba AB 
PIs; chere Perjury, forging of Hands, break- 
ing open Jails, and even aſſaſſinating the Keepers, 
may be proved law ful in the Conclulign. - 


You 


(ſuppoſe the Author's Mean- 
ing) to the violation of Juſtice, And it is a great 
injuſtice to the Government, and Conſtitution 

under which a Min is 18 N , to make any At- 


el 


* " 


Tou ſpent the longer time upon this Argu- 


ment, becauſe it carries the pompous ſhew of a 
Propoſicion, and to ſtate it fairly tis thus, (viz,)' 
It is eicher ſome Mens, or all Mens Duty to per- 
vert Others, if they themſelves are perverted, 
Printing is the beſt way to do it, and the Com- 


ſion. | 


pany made themſelves merry with the Conelu- 


Upon theſe Premiſes, the Author goes on, and 
his firſt Reaſon which you obſerved in the Third 


place, Is, that # Reſtraint of the Preſs, tends to make 


Men blindly ſubmit to the Religion they chance to be 
| <> kid CI TR e 


edacated in, pag. 5. 


Now if he means, faid you, the Religion by 


Law eſtabliſhed (and that he muſt mean, for Books 
againſt all other Religions will be allowed under 
=o tot Recaps 

Then the Argument ftands thus. The 'Go- 
vernment ought to allow publiſhing any thing 
that makes againſt the Religion by Law Efta- 
bliſhed. Then the Queſtion in diſpute was; 


whether the Government will be always of this 


Mans Opinion, or whether the Legiſlative Pow-= 
ers will not in due time, think that there Are al- 


ready printed and publiſned enow Books and 


Pamphlets, and it may be 30 or 40 thouſand 
more than enow in E»pliſh, for and againſt all 
that can be ſaid on all ſides of Religious Con- 


troverſy; fo that a blind Submiſſion, hath no- 


thing but invidiouſneſs in the Phraſe, for they 


that can Read, may give themſelves all the Sa- 


tisfaction they pleaſe, and find 100 Years Emi 
. for their Eyes. OR ee 


he Author might poſſibly have in his Head, 


ſome new Notions never heard of, much leſs con- 
troverted hitherto; but that doth not appear in 
his Argument which is about a bhnd Submifflon 
to old ones. And if he * any thing new 

* a N 


44 


. 
to be offered, we ſhall in vain expect it, the 
Devil having emptied that Quiver long ago; 
even Mr. A4/gils Notion was entertain'd by Simon 
Magus, who boaſted that he ſhould not taſt Death, 
b 


ut by means of Superlative Holineſs, be carried 
into Heaven in the way of Tranſlation. 


4. The next Argument is, That ſuch a Re- 


ſtraint 4. prives Men of the moſt proper means to diſ- 


cover Truth, by. hindering them from ſeeing and exa- 
mining the different Opinions, and the Arguments al- 
ledged for them. | 3 1 


Conf, This ſaid you is very frivolous , un- 


leſs endeavours were uſed to hinder Men from 
reading thoſe Books. which are already printed 
and publiſhed, and as you ſaid, there are enow 
already. on any Queſtion that hath been pro- 
| pounded. Now whether the Government ought. 
to indulge the ſtarting of any new Hereſy, af- 
ter that the Rule of Faith hath. been determined 
and ſettled, in all Cauſes where Men's Eternal Hap» 


pineſs is concern d, you left to any Man to judge, 
taking this along with him, That our Govern- 


ment is entruſted with the conſervation of Evan- 
gelical Truth, and that every ſingle Legiſlator 
is accountable to God, for the maintaining of 


that which is committed in charge. 


The only proper means of diſcovering Evan- 
gelical Truths, are the Holy Scriptures, and 
were there no other, ſo long as there is no Re- 
ſtraint in Printing, Publiſhing and Reading thoſe 


Divine Oracles, no Man can pretend a hindrance, 
in ſeeing and examining all different Opinions and 
Arguments. 2 5 . 

5. That a Reſtraint of the Preſs hinders Truth 


{-om having any great influence on Mens minds, which 


& owing chiefly to Examination, cc. p. 6. 


Cont. This is meer Tautology, for Truth has 


been examined theſe 1700 Years, and there hath 
been 


ny 
been more printed, and is ſtill extant on either 
ſide, than any Man can read in all his Life, 
6, It will tend to make us hold the Truth (ſhould 
we chance tolight on it) guiltily, for that will not be 
accepted, if it be not the effect of an impartial Exami- 
„„ . Wat 
Conf, No body lights on Divine Truth by 
chance, ſaid you, it is the Gift of God by the 
means of the Scriptures, and the preaching of 
thoſe that have a Divine Miſſion, and if any 
Man believes nothing but what the Scriptures 
_ „ he cannot be guilty of Inconſiderate- 
1 - | I; 8 
J. The Liberty of the Preſs was a great furtherance 
of the Reformation, Cc. pag. 10 "OY 
Conf, As to the great and glorious Reformati- 
on of Religion, from the Errors, Superſtition, 
and Idolatry of the Church of Rome, you own'd 
it hath received great Light from the Preſs, for 
there have been 10000 at leaſt, excellently learn- 
ed and valuable Books written and publiſhed, to 
vindicate and maintain it; Thoſe alone which 
the Church of England Divines wrote and pub- 
liſh'd above 20 years ago, are themſelves ſuffi- 
cient, and till they are anſwered, there will (you 
thought) be no occaſion for more; nevertheleſs. 
there is no likelihood, that while the Govern- 
ment is Proteſtant, the Licencers of the Preſs 
will ever hinder publiſhing more Books of the 
ſame Nature, whether there be or be not Occa- 
ſion. But if the Reformation it ſelf needs far- 
ther Reforming, the Preſs ought to be as open 
to the Papiſts as Proteſtants, according to the 
Lemmata of this Author in the 34, 4th, 5:h and 
6:h Arguments. »»„ TOY 
And yer it remained a Queſtion, whether the 
Liberty of the Preſs, did more hurt or good in 
the times of Late” ? you was of Opini- 
7 | EE. x: 


. A 


— — ene 
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Ry 
% it was more ſucceſsfully carryed on by Pub- 
ick Diſputations, vivd voce, than by printing of 
Books; the former had no ill Conſequences, but 


the latter had; for after that Henry Duke of 


Brunſwick began the Paper-War, by way of per- 
ſonal Invective againſt Great Men, it carried 
Differences among the German Princes to a dan- 
gerous height; but the moſt deplorable effect of 
an unreftrain'd Licentiouſneſs at that time, of 
printing what every Man pleas'd, was (as you 
took norice,) that almoſt all the old Hereſies were 
feel whereby the Reformation it ſelf was 
ntangled, and ſcandalized, not to ſay that it be- 
came odious to all the unconverted Papiſts up- 


on that very Account; for all the wild Frantick 


and Diabolical Notions of Anabaptiſts, and o- 
thers, being printed under the Name of Prote- 


ſtantiſm, made the Papiſts generally give over 


reading all Proteſtant Books; and who can blame | 
em, after their meeting with ſo many hideous 
and. blaſphemons Expreſſions, as to this Day, 
thoſe Writers who are againſt a Reſtraint make 


F . 
N They ho addreſſed the late King againſt Pro- 


| faneneſs and Immorality, firſt threw out the Bill for 
Reſtraining the Preſs unanimouſly, Page 29. | 
J; 


+. Conf, You obſerved from the Divine Oracle, 


that the Children this World are, in their Generati- 


on, wiſer than the Children of Light; and ſo thoſe | 
who were ſecret, Enemies to that Addreſs, did 
wiſely according to the Wiſdom of this World, 


_ that worketh by the Spirit of Diſobedience, and it 


was indeed a Maſterpiece of Satanical Policy ſo 


td do; for all pretenſions againſt Profaneneſs and 


Immorality, are nothing in effect, but a mere 


grimace in thoſe that are for keeping the Preſs 


open, without Reſtraint. 
f That 


( 13 ) 


That evil Communication, corrupts good Manners, is 
2 fundamental Conſideration in order to the re- 


\ 


forming of Morals, and who knows not that 
there is more Wickedneſs learn'd by converſing 


with impious Books, than Men ? 


8 * 


The Moraliſts obſerve, that there is a natural 


 Baſhfulneſs in the moſt flagitiousSinners, which 


reſtrains em generally from talking (before mo- 


deſt People eſpecially) the worſt Things they 
think. A. > Ef) 1 


Phereas a Printed Book never bluſhes, he 
Author, if his Name be not to it, but, like a 


Boy that hath flung a Cracker out of a Garret 


Window, pops in his Head, and laughs only at 


the Conceit of what Miſchief it may do, 
1 exemplify. this ſmall degree of natural 


Baſhfulneſs, in ſome otherwiſe very ſhameleſs 


Men, you obſerved, that they, among thoſe that 


can read, who abandon themſelves to talk moſt 


lewdly, don't pretend, generally, to ſpeak their 


own Sentiments, but recite rather the worſt 


Things they ſay. out of what they have ſeen 


Printed; for having pocketed up ſome dirty 
Scraps out of looſe, obſcene, and prophane Wri- 
ters, they deal 'em about to the Company as Oc- 


caſions ſerve, and then wipe their Mouths, as 
who ſhould ſay, I don't ſpeak my own Senſe, 


but ſuch an Authors. 7 


Every Man of general Converſation, knows 


this to be the uſual Pradtice of thoſe Men that 


are Panders for Sin, and make no other Uſe of 
Poets, but to carry on that Trade; ſo that 
the worſt part of Commerce in Diſcourſe, is 
owing to a Rehearſal, which being diſplay d 
wich an Air of Wit, promps the untoward Youth 
to believe that he can learn privately and ſe- 
curely , out of a naſty Book, more of filthy 


Canverſation, than thoſe Companions would 


have 


2 


* 
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have taught him, W his Father, Maſter, or 
Tutor, have ſo carefully guarded him from 


keeping Company with: Any new Book eſpe- 


cially, or Pamphlet, may be eaſily borrowed 


by him, that hath not Money enough, perhaps, 


to keep Company; eaſily, I ſay, becauſe ſome 
People are much freer to lend out a bad Book 
than a good one. 

9. It is not certain we ſhall dr is Meſp 4 ww 
the Government of a Prince (meaning the late King 


of immortal Memory) ſo entirely Proteſtant ; and 


F the Papiſts (bould pervert one, and by that Means 


get the Publiſhing their Doctrines without Contradiction, 


they might by degrees confound the Proteſt ant Religion. 
Conl. Theſe Words, if the Author did not 


look a-ſquint, carry, as you own'd, a Face of 


Truth. 
10. The Pulpit and Preſs 200, ought not to be en- 
truſted in the Hands of the Clergy, p. 22. 

Conſ. Why not one as well as t'other? re- 
ply'd the old Gentleman, my Friend's Father: 
Or, rather, What Occaſion is there to controyert 
this Point ? The Queſtion is not, Who ſhall 
be Licenſers, but whether it is fit to appoint 
a 
11. A Licenſor of the Preſs, n Binder the In- 
jur d from appealing to the People, by publiſhing their 
Grievances, p. 25. 

Conſ\. The Law is open, ſaid you, let them 
implead one another; Appeals to the People 
are of moſt dangerous Conſequence to all Ma- 
giſtracy: But that every Man may appeal to the 
Repreſentatives of the People , the Triennial 
Act hath provided. 


12. Such a Reſtraint will hinder People from 


looking i into the Deſigns of an arbitrary Court, and 
the Chains that are preparing for hem, p. 26. 


Conl. 


. G 


Conl. It was agreed on both Hands, that the 
Author ſhould have ſpared this Reflection in the 


Time of King liam the Third, whoſe profeſsd 
Aim was to maintain Liberty and Property; 


Je maintiendza was his Motto. But ſaid you, 


+ 


_ calmly , Are not che Lords and Commons a 
| ſufficient, Bulwark againſt any Deſigns of ar- 


bitrary Power? Are not They better acquaint- 
ed with the Boundaries of Royal Preroga- 


tive, and better prepar'd to reſiſt any Invaſion of 
their own, and the People's Rights and Liber- 
ties, than every wanton and malevolent Boutefew, 
that cries Fire, Fire, when there is moſt Danger 
of an Inundation? The Flood- gates of Immo- 


rality and Prophaneneſs are now open, and, mo- 


rally ſpeaking, nothing remains to prepare us 


for Deſolation, but to make the Houſe of Lords 


uſeleſs ; who, ſtanding like many Columns of 


Marble berween the Throne and the People, 


are the Ornament, as well as Defence, of our 


unparalell'd Conſtitution, And then, to ſhow.. 


that nothing could: tranſport, you beyond your 


own Temper, you paid that Compliment to the 


Author you were upon, as to) quate out of him 


two Corollaries without making any Reflections 


upon em. 


Bln cad, e gn. 
I Coz. The beſt Things, when perverted, become 


the very worſt : So Printing, which in it ſelf is no 


ſmall Advantage to Mankind, when it is ab 4s 4 may 


be of muſt fatal Conſequence, p. 27, 
2.Coz. Moſt Countries in Europe maintain d their 

Freedom tolerably well, till the Invention of | Print- 

ing, p. 16. „ | 


Ig. The Liberty of the Preſs informs Parliament-men | 


of all ſurts of Things, which ſome Men of Gentleman 


like Education may not have conſider d, p. 20. 
Conl. It is highly reaſonable therefore, I hope, 


läd you, in all Peoples Opinion, that che 
FE e 
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Speaker of each Honourable Honſe be among 
the Number of Licenſers, which effectually takes 


off that Objection = 


14. A Reftraint of the Preſs, will be a great Diſ- 
conragement to Learning, &C. OOO 
"Conf, You argued the quite contrary ; For 
it will be a great Enconragement to Learned 
Men to print good Books, and advance the Sale 
of them, when they come forth with Authority, 
and the Suffrage of a judicions Impꝛimatur: 
Books will then be diftinguiſh'd like Money, by 
a Royal Stamp; People will know better what 
they ſpend their Money and Time upon; 
will know before-hand that there is no Poffon . 
in the Compoſition, and they will take to it with 
a better Guſt, and pleaſe themſelves more ſe- 
curely. You would anſwer for all that are truly 
Learned, that they would be glad of an Impit- 
matur ; and as for the Smatterers and Dablers; 
they are the great Diſcouragers and Deprecia- 
tors of good Learning, and had better ſpend” 
their Time in reading profitable Books, than in 


- 


writing ſuch as are whimſical and unprofitable; 


of which, ſaid the Old Gentleman, the' Apoſtle 
gives this Character —— fooliſh and prophane hab 


a 


ling, and Oppoſition of Science falſly ſo cdl. 
| 15. Refining the Preſs, 500 Fifte Controverſies ; 


and to file Controverſies , is 4 Sign of 4 bad 


Cauſe. | 


Conl. You remark'd, that the late King ftifled 


a Controverſy between two very Great and 


Learned Men, in a Point of Religion. Was not 
that generally look'd upon as a great Inſtance 
of his Goodneſs, Prudence, and Piety? And 
did either Cauſe ſuffer by it, in the Opinion 
either of the Learned or U 

ſay thereupon, which of the two was a bad 
Cauſe? When a Cauſe is ſtiffed, the Combatants 


nlearned? Who could 


are 


they 
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are parted; and, What Harm is there in putting 


ſuch an End to a Fray, as not to decide the 
Victory? Let it rather be enquir'd, Whether all 
manner of Duelling between Parties ought not 


to be ſuppreſs d? We have Enemies enow 
Abroad, and its high Time we ſhould be in 
Love and Peace at Home: Noting ought to 
be any longer controverted in a well-lettled Go- 


vernment, which the Laws of God and Man 


| have determin'd ; And they who entertain no- 
vel Opinions, ſhould rather ſeek earneſtly to re- 


claim their own wild Notions, than obtrude 


them on the. World, 'to the Diſturbance of thoſe 
whole Minds are at EA.ſe. 

16. Another Argument is drawn from the 
"mercenary Practices which have been, or, at 
leaſt, may be ſuppos'd will be, of Licenſers 


and Meſſengers of the Preſs, whereby ſome 


uſeful Books may never ſee Light. | 


Conl. The Wiſdom of Parliament, you re- 
join'd, can eaſily prevent that, and the Method 
of Licenſing may fling that Argument out of 
doors: But, after all, for one uſeful Book which 
may be ſuppreſs'd, a hundred, not only uſe- 


leſs, but pernicious Books and Pamphlets, will 


be ſo to; and you quoted the Law which faith, 
ad ea que frequentius accidunt jura adaptantur. 

17. All the other Arguments were allow'd to 
be comprehended in that one Word Yardſhip. 
This may be ſaid of any Bill, ſaid you; but 
when it paſſeth into a Law, every Man hath 


given his Conſent, Er actus legis nemini eff damno- 


ſus. + 


Beſides, if any one Party ſhall think them⸗ 


ſelves aggrieved, all Parties at the ſame time 
will be equally relieved; and without ſuch a 


Reftraint of the Preſs, as the Wiſdom of Par- 
liament ſhall think fit, the Party which is now 


moſt 
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moſt againſt it, may have moſt Cauſe to com- 


plain hereafter for want of it. 


Birthright, cannot be preſerved. 


Wuben you had done with all the Arguments | 


againſt a Reſtraint of the Preſs, you thought 

you might be allow'd, in the next place, to pro- 

duce ſuch Reaſons as may be alledg'd for it. 
You ſaid, upon reſuming the firſt Argument 


againſt a Reſtraint, That Liberty and Property 


would be alledg'd on the other Side. 
| Liberty and Pꝛoperty, ſaid you, deſerve, in all 


Men's Opinion, to have a good Hearing. 

And they, who are for reſtraining the Licen- 
_ tiouſneſs of the Preſs think, that otherwiſe (as 
Times go now eſpecially) thoſe. two dear, and 


dearly paid for Articles, of every Engliſhmar's 

1. Firſt then as to the Liberty of the Subjeck; 
you thought it inconſiſtent with ſuch a Liberty 
of the Preſs, as hath been praiſed. 

For the greateſt contradition to Liberty, is 
Tyranny, and that Tyranny is the moſt inſup- 
portable, which is attended with one or both 
theſe Circumſtances. | e 

1. When it can neither be avoided, nor oppos' d. 

2. When it is in the Hands of a Multitude. 


As to the Firſt of theſe two Circumſtances ; 
you obſerved, That an unreſtrained Liberty of 


the Preſs, introduces daily a moſt unavoidable 


Tyranny over Conſcience and Credit, in as much 


as the Opinions and Judgment, Intentions and 
Meaning, Fortunes and Reputation of Men, 
may by this means be, and are daily traduced, 


overawed, ridiculed, inſulted, enſnared and tram- 
pled upon; in the moſt unavoidable and irre- 


mediable manner, that can be expreſs'd. 
_ » Unavoidable, ſaid you, as the Preſs is now 
managed, becaule neither high Birth, nor other 
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Dignity, nor Learning, nor Prudence, nor Inno- | 
cency of Life, nor Piety, can protect any Man 


from the Chance-medly, not to ſay a ſort of 


Manſlaughter, and Murder, which is very fre- 
quently committed by the venemous Pens of 


mercenary or malicious Writers, 


Lou thought there was no Way of proving 


what you ſaid, but by coming to Particulars ; 


which ſtill you did forbear, with that Ingenuity 
(it was obſerved) which thoſe Men want, who 


reprint the moſt horrid Paragraphs of a Villa- 


nous Book, under pretence of anſwering it, which 
Whilſt they as much want Senſe as good Will to 


do, they mean only to make it more Publick : 
But that which you offer'd to as much purpoſe, 


as particular Proofs, was a publick and undeni- 

able notariety of Fact: It is too well known, 
That thoſe in this Nation, who are moſt eminent 
for Piety, Nobility, Learning, Courage, Con- 


duct, Conſtancy, and Integrity of Life; have 
been the moſt vilified, and traduced of any, 


by a meagre, envious Monſter which ſpares no 


Age, Sex, Quality or Condition; but gnaws 
and pollutes Sacred and Secular Things, and Per- 
ſons alike; Obſerves no Law, Rule nor Deco- 


rum, but inſults and oyerbears, with uncontroul'd 


Rage whatever it lights upon. | 
This is inconſiſtent, you ſaid, with Britiſh Li- 


berty, which neither Prince, nor Subject can en- 
joy, ſo long as a Wild and Frantick fort of Reriarii, 


or Net flingers , are hovering over every Man's 


Reputation, and haleing it down to the Ground 
cowardly in the dark; There is no Man then 


hath any Security in his Honour, or Wiſdom, or 
Bravery, or Innocency for want of a Law to in- 


|| Hibir this Tyranny, now that Experience hath 


taught us that all Laws hitherto made are inſuffi- 
cient, ſo much as tor find out much more to puniſh 
the wrong doer, oh 2. The 


2 


4 


2. The other great Aggravation of T yranny b 


is when it is found in the Hands of a Multitade. 


And the Tyranny, ſaid you, I am now ſpeak- 


ing of, hath ſuch a Multitude of Agents, that 


the moſt inſipid, as well as moſt malicious Papers 


which are daily ſcatter'd abroad, carry the Re- 


putation of being formed by no leſs than a whole 


Club. 


Even thoſe chat can neither write nor read are | 
become Authors, by carrying ſome malicious 


Tales to the next Office of Intelligence, where- 


by they may undiſcover'd, and ſo unpuniſh' d, 


revenge themſelves upon the e of an 
innocent Neighbour. 


We are come to that paſs now, (you ſpoke it 


with an air of Indignation) that if one Man hath 


not a Legal or equitable Cauſe againſt another, 
and that he is worſted in the Courts of Judica- 
ture, the Defeated Litigant threatens to print 
his Caſe, and not only fling dirt upon his Ad- 


verſary, but likewiſe upon the Juſtice of the 
Nation. 


Where then is the Liberty of Conſcience in 
the Magiſtrate to do Juſtice, where is the Liberty 
of Honour in the Commander by Sea or Land 


to obey his Orders, Where is the Liberty of the 
People in a free innocent and eaſy Converſation 
one with another, if any Man may be dreſs'd up 
and painted, and expoſed like a Heretick coming 
out of the Inquiſition, to the Reproaches and In- 


dignities of a rude Mob, without Coercon, Re- x 


dreſs or Amends 2. 


This the Old Gentleman confeſſed to be a fore 
of Slavery which our Forefathers ſure under ſuch 
frequent Provocations, would never have borne, 


nor can we bear it long E maln being ä 
into Convulſions. 
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- Ay, ſaid you, and the Eyes of all good Men, 


will be upon, the Wiſdom and Unanimity of a 


Parliament, who will deliver us all from this Bon- 
dage which lays a new and Arbittary Tax upon 
Met's' Reputations, not for carrying on a War 
againſt France, but for laying up in Store, mat- 


ter for a civil War at Home, as opportunity ſhalt 
ſerve. 1 5 3 


Liberty and Freedom of Speech is that high 
$ 


Privilege which belongs only to the two Hou 
of Parliament ; and they who inſolently aſſume 
it without Doors are guilty of the higheſt breach 
of Privilege againſt both Houſes, and how much 


more do they break in upon a fundamental Ho- 


nour and Right, of the moſt auguſt Aﬀembly in 
the World, who arrogate to themſelves an un- 


cControulable Liberty, not only of Speaking, bur 
of Writing and Publiſhing what they pleaſe ; 
which is many times to the Diſhonour and Diſtur- 


bance, not to ſay Danger likewiſe, of the great- 


eſt and beſt conſtituted Powers on Earth. 
Pꝛoperty was the next Thing under Conſide- 


ration, which you knew to be clamourouſly in- 


ſiſted upon, with that vulgar piece of Craft, 


whereby the wrong Cauſe pre-occupates ſome- 


times the beſt Arguments of the right ; and fo 
puts the Plaintiff upon the Defence, as if all that 
can be faid in the Caſe, is only by way of Anſwer 
to an Objection. Well, let it be ſo, ſaid you, 
and ſeeing the Objection was made, before the 


Article is alledged, let us hear it firſt. * 


A Reſtraint of the Prefs, (ſay they) will bear 
© hard upon Property, If a Man for inftance 
* writes a Book, or Sheet of Paper, with as much 


Labour and Pains as one can Imagine an Author 


to take, and he may not be allowed to print and 


* 


out an Imprimatur, Why then the Man's Proper- 


4 
* ty is invaded, But 


— —ñ— — 
P * 


publiſh it, for his own profit or humour, with- 
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But how ſo? not at all, his Property may be no 
more invaded than a Butcher's Property, if he may 
not ſell meazlely Pork, or rotten Mutton ; No. 
more than a Vintner's Property is abridg'd, if he 
may not {ell ſophiſticated Wines; no more than 
an Apothecary's if he may not put off falſly pre- 


pared and deſtructive Medicines, contrary to the 
Preſcriptions of licenſed Doctors; and in a word, 
no more than any Man's Property is touch'd, if 


a Penal Law forbids him to uſe falſe Weights and 


_ Meaſures, in the uttering ev'n good Commodi- 


ties, tho' he alledges at the ſame time that People 
are willing to buy of him by thoſe falſe Weights 
and Meaſures. | e 
For religious, and State Affairs, ought to be 
guarded againſt ſuch corrupt Practices, as an Un- 


Aicenſed Preſs makes uſe of, tho the igrigrant Peo- 


only, not be cheated unwittingly , but that their 
own conſent to ſuch Frauds may prove invalid, 
as in the caſe of Minors, Ideots and Madmen, to 
prevent Peoples ruining Themſelves andFamilies ; 
and the Law may juſtly ſuppoſe ſuch Men to be 
Minors in Underſtanding, to ſay no worſe, who 


pernicious Notions. | 


Therefore as a Maſter of a Family ought to 
lay Swords and Piſtols out of Childrens way, tho' 
the Children may claim property by the Leave of 


the Proprietor, be he Neighbour or Servant , yet 
the Property of che Maſter or Father to take care 
of the Children committed to his Charge, is to 


le are never ſo willing to be deluded : Law and 
gd take care that ignorant People may not 


are ſubje& to be poiſoned unawares, by falſe and 


be preſerved much more inviolably than that of 


any other Claimant. | dps 
Not to inſult the folly but to expoſe the ful- 


ſomneſs of Objecting Property againſt a due Re- 


ſtraint of che Preſs, you were familiar and face- 


_ 
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tious in ſaying, that the Man who drives the 


Dun -gcart may poſſibly have a Property to all 
that is in it; yet if a freak ſhould take him to 


beſtow ſome of it upon every Coach and Six that 
goes by, he hath no reaſon at the ſight of a Con- 


ſtable's Staff, to bawl out that his Liberty and 


Property is invaded. 
But now to ſhow, that the Argument draun 


from Property, is unfairly preoccupated, as in- 


deed that of Liberty hath been; you added, That 
theſe two are inſeparable, eſpecially in the Ar- 


ticle of Defamation, which all municipal Laws 


have taken much care to inhibit, meaning in all 


Ages and Countries, by providing pecuniary and 


corporal Puniſhments againſt thoſe, who invaded 


the dear and tender Property of Men's reputa- 
tion: THE Grecians provoked with the Scurrili 
of Suſarion, Cratinus, Ariſtophanes and Eupolis, made 
an effectual Law againſt Scribling. 
Solon, the famous Law-giver, made a Law tothe 
ſame purpoſe; and Olympius is celebrated for the 
like care of every Man's Property, and that eve- 
ry Man ſhould live ſecure, without being beſpar- 
ter'd or defam'd. \ 2621; \ SIO (att 


It was one of the brighteſt Gems which adorn'd | 


the great Character of Auguſtus Cæſar, that he took 
care to ſuppreſs infamous Libels, provok'd there- 
unto by the Liberty, which Caſſius Severus took 


in expoſing the great Men, and Women of the 


Age. 8 os 
1 . the Roman Law Was, That ſuch Scurrillous 
Authors ſhould be beaten with Battoons; but 
you commended our Law for ſay ing, Præſtat 
Cautela quam Medelaa. 8 


We have many. good Laws againſt the wri- 


ting and publiſhing Seditious and Scandalous 
Papers; But you have been taught of late by 
woful Experience, That the Liberty of the 1 


Jl 


« (i, ) 
had evaded all thoſe well-intended Laws, and 
made them uſeleſs; becauſe the Miſchief was 


become uninvoſtiable, neither Author, nor Prin- 
vered, as to be Er pro- 


ter can be ſo di 
ſecuted. ; 


The way of Information and Proof is trou- 


bleſom and chargeable, and in ſome reſpects ſo 
dangerous, that few will run the riſque 4 going 
about it; and when all is done, the Author whe 
convicted, ſhall perhaps find Advantage rather 
than Puniſhment. 


For when he'is Fined and Impriſoned, he ſhall | 


remove himſelf to the Queen . Bench or Fleet, and 
there be maintain'd Sumptuouſly to write on in 
a better - Equipage, than when he had his Liber- 
ty; for he hath now the property of a Priſoner, 
to eat, drink and be merry at the 1 of 
other people. * 

2. It was doubtleſs with your uſual air of Gre- 
vity, that you took notice how much the Ma- 
nufacture of this Nation hath been of late Years 
hindred (in London eſpecially, and the parts ad- 
jacent) by the miſpending ſo much Time as the 
poorer Tradeſmen do, in going about from one 
Coffee-Houſe to another, poring upon Seditious, 


Heretical and Treaſonable Papers: As by way of 


rebuke to the City of Athens, a holy Writer takes 
notice, That all the Athenians and Strangers which 


were there, ſpent their Time in nothing elſe, but _ 


to tell, or to bear ſome new Thing. 


\ - This miſc pending of precious Time, you 
ſhow'd to by of great Diſadvantage to the Ma- 


nufacture of dur Nation in general, as well as 
. particularly, to the indigent Wives and Children 
of thoſe Crafts-men, who, many of them natu- 
Tally ſober , or elfe too poor to ſpend Money at 
an Ale- houſe, would be otherwiſe employ'd in 
. after their idle Servants, or minding the 
buſineſs 
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And how frequently doth it happen, that maſt. 
- parochial Feuds and Animoſities have begun at 
| thoſe Coffee - Houſes, which are moſt frequent- 
ed by reaſon of this Paper Fuel. pt 
4. Theſe two Inconveniencies laſt named, 
were not fo viſible you confaſs d, to thoſe who 
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buſineſs of their Vocation, if they were not bes 


witched to the reading ſuch innumerable Papers. 
3. And you inſiſted likewiſe upon a; greater 


Miſchief than all this, which attends the fre- 


quenting Coftee-Houſes under pretence of read- 


ing new Papers, for here Men learn the Art of 


| Scandal and Detraction; Theſe News-Papers give 
them a handle for Defamation, then they divide 
into Sides and Factions, and from Arguing and 


Diſputing, to Thwarting and Quarreling, eſpe- 


_ cially among Neighbours, who come together 


good Friends, but by whetting their Wic upon 


the ſubject of News-Papers, one provokes ano- 


ther in defending; and he a third in diſproving 
the Defamagory Lies therein contain'd, till ſome 
part of the Pariſh is in an uproar. r. 

One ſees there perhaps a Friend of his, or ſome 


| Perſon for whom he hath a Veneration, to be vile- 
ly expoſed and traduced in Print, he cannot for- 


bear ſaying thereupon, That the Laws againſt 


© taking away ones Reputation, and good Name, 
cc ſhould be as effectual as againſt taking away 
© ones Life or Eſtate ; That the Perſon ſo pub- 

c lickly defamed, hath a property to a better 
e Character, which the Law ought to defend, 
* and that he by theſe clandeſtine Aſſaſſinati- 
ons, is deprived of the liberty of Defence, and 


© loſeth the chief Article of his Property, and 
© 'which he ſets a greater value upon, than Life 


are the proper Judges of this Matter, but the 
next Miſchief is evident to all Men, to wit, that 
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by the preſent Liberty of the Prefs, the Magi- 
ſtrates are oftentimes threatned, and diſcouraged. 


in. the exerciſe of their Office. Ay, replied the 


old Gentleman, there u word ſaith the Preacher, 
that j cloat bed abunt with Death, God grant that it 
| be not found in the Heritage of Jacob, for all ſuch 


things ſpall be far from the Godly, and they ſhall not 


wallow in their Sins. He added, They that wallow 


moſt in their Sins, are moſt afraid of Vengeance, 


and the Civil Magiſtrates being God's Miniſters 


of Vengeance in this Life, they that look no 
farcher think, if by menaceing words they can 
terrify thoſe in Authority, from inſpecting into 


the Capital Crimes of theſe and their aſſociate 


Sinners; they may ſecurely allow on, and by 
their Impunity influence others, till they get 


power enough into their Hands to Naber Iniqui- | 


Ty 486 4 Law. 


The holy zeal of my Friends Father, had made 


him forget which ſide of the Cauſe he was of, and 
ſo you went on. 


Thoſe I ſpeak of are the great Procurets of the 


Age, which is the true word of Diſcrimination, 
tho they carry it more like Patrons of Impiety; 
and thoſe are the Men who will be found, 1 don't 

know yet whether ſecretly, or barefaced, 40 be 


the moſt indefatigable Oben reſtraining | 


the Preſs. 


For after all their other mamas Prockre- 


ments, they have a ſecret way of providing like- 


- wiſe for the Preſs, well knowing that Libellers 


in Ez land, are of the ſame uſe 25 the Ruffians or 
Aſfaſlins in Italy. 


Io ſay they are as Hehway-men in Mazks, 4 is 
a faint Simile, for theſe may be provided againſt 


or avoided, and} the inſulted Perſon has - 
times a power of defence, ſeeing our Engliſh 
 Uighway- men have more Courage, Mercy, and 


Gene- 


„ I a Gere of ide a 08 


| Generoſity, than to ſhoot ſtanding behind a 
Tree, whereas the Libellers never appear, whe- 


ther they ſhoot at Random of at a Mark, their 
Mein or Style are as incogniſcible as their Fa- 
ces; their Hands and Feet are in Maſquerade 


When they aſſault, and when taken, the very 


fact was ſo diſguiſed by ſyncopated or fiftitious 
Names, that they cannot be profecuted ; and yet 
they are ſeldom taken, becauſe the Procurers 
Houſe becomes a Sanctuary, and the great Ma- 


ſter of it a Patron. 


So that I may juſtly ſay, the Authors of ſedi- 
tious and treaſonable Pamphlets, are very Aſſaſ- 
fines of all Government, and he that undertakes 
to defend the licentious uſage of Libelling, may 
at the ſame time juſtify not only the wearing of 
private Daggers, but the uſing them too, even 
againſt the Perſon of the Magiſtrate himſelf. 

And ſome believe, that he who writes againſt 


_ «the Government either in Church or State, 


would fight againſt either if he durſt; but wri- 
ting and fighting being too different Talents, the 


unknown Author is ſent abroad by the Heads of 


Faction, with the Paſport of an open Prefs, to pro- 


claim like a Trumpeter ſome occaſion of Rebelli- 
on, Improbi rumores diſſipati ſunt Rebellions prodromi, 


was your obſervation out of the ancient Sages of 


the Law, which fatal Experience hath too much 


verified. oy — 3 | > 
Nevertheleſs it holds good in Theory too, for 


all Acceſſories ſaid you in Crimes of the higheſt 


Nature,are Principals by the Common Law; whe- 


«ther was Acceſſories of Precept, Force, or Aid. 


Acceſſories of Precept, are thoſe who incite, pro- 
cure, ſet on, or ſtir up an other to do the fact; 
we 


. Acceſſories of Force are thoſe only who procure or 


_ furniſh Weapons to do the fact, and by force where- 
of, the fact is committe 5 3 
2 ut 


* 
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but Acceſſories of Aid, comprehends all Perſons 


counſelling, abetting, plotting, aſſenting, con- 


ſenting, and encouraging to do the Act. 

Vou wiſh'd Enquiries of this nature were on- 
y Theoretical, and that any Man upon reading 
the Annals of Queen Elizabeth would ſee, whe- 
ther good Proviſions by Law are neceſſary or no? 
It was by virtue of a Statute made before her 
time, that Stubs and Page, had their right Hands 
cut off for writing Seditious Papers. 


Vet this was not warning ſufficient to the Puri- 
tans that came after, that they ſhould not write 


againſt the Queens Secret Purpoſes. 


the Queens own Servants, to attempt the like up- 
on her, as Judith did upon Holopherne. 
And William Parry was confirm'd in his deſperate 


Treaſon, to aſſaſſinate the Queen, by reading a 


Book of Dr. Allens, contra juſtitiam Britannicam. 
Fo. Somerville confeſſed, he was prompted ta 


the horrid Treaſon for which he was condemned, 


by often reading certain Seditious Books lately 
publiſh'd, which was the reaſon doubtleſs: that 


Carter, Awfeild, Welby, Penry, Waterhogſe, Bullocke, 


_ Ducket and many more whom you reckon'd up, 
could find no Mercy, but were hanged, and ſome 


bowell'd and quarter'd for printing and publiſhe 


ing ſeditious and traiterous Books: 
The old Gentleman chang'd Countenance till 


|  youreaſon'd, that theſe frequent Executions ſeem'd 


the leſs rigorous, when it came to be underſtood, 


that the many Treaſons and Rebellions of thoſe 


times, were encouraged and promoted chiefly hy 


thoſe Libels, then publiſh'd againſt the Queen and 
her Miniſtry ; and then you went on upon the 


diſmal effects, che reprinting Penrys and Parſans 


Books, and the publiſhing many other ſeditious 
and traiterous Books, Libels and Pamphlets had 


about 


Whilft the Papiſts in printed Books, ſtirr'd up 


e 

about the beginning of the late Rebellion, from 
the year 1638, and ſo on. 3 2 

Some will ſay Sir, continued you, that this pre- 
ſent Government doth not afford ſubject Mat- 
ter, for invidious and ſcandalous Reflections, and 
therefore there is no need of Abundans Cautela; 
but I remember that once a hanger on upon the 


Court of Alexander the Great, pretended to be a 
mighty Maſter in the Art of beſpattering, and 


one of his Maxims was this; Tho' the Wound of 4 
biteing may be heal d, yet ſome Scar thereof will be 
left: And a Prince or a Magiſtrate ſhould de- 
fend himſelf and all his Subjects, not only from 
the Teeth, but likewiſe from the foam of a mad 
Bat could it be ſuppoſed after all, that du- 


ring this juſt and mild, and wiſe Reign, there 
can no great danger accrue, either to the Queen 


or her Government, from a Liberty of the Preſs ; 
yet on the other ſide, what danger then can 
there be in a due Reſtraint, what advantage can 
ſuch a Government loſe by providing againſt 
an imaginary Danger? The good Queens Go- 


vernment receives no manner of benefit by this 


underhand way of Printing, and publiſhing Re- 


marks upon it; for it ſtands in need of no Clan- 


deſtine Aſſiſtance from ſuch poor Officiouſneſs; 


I and if it did, chere is nothing that can appa- 
rently make for the preſent Eſtabliſhment, which 


will want a due Licence to be publiſhed. 


\ You went farther and ſaid, That thoſe Libel- 


lers who exerciſe thus their venemous Talent, 


have no opportunity. during ſo juſt and mild and 


wiſe a Reign, than by making falſe and malici- 
ous gueſſes at Secrets of State.  _ 
Which way of gueſſing at political Myſteries, 
and then publiſhing as matter of fact, a bare ſur- 
miſe, is the moſt dangerous piece of Malice that 
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can be -exerciſed againſt Government, whe- 


ther the Secret be good or bad, or whether the 
Gueſs be right or wrong. 
If the Secret be laudable, and the Gueſs true, 

1.1 is no longer a Secret, and fo tis ſpoil'd. 

If the Secret is not well concerted, as no hu- 
man Contrivance is infallible, the gueſſing at it, 
and publiſhing it, deprives the Miniſtry man 
times of an opportunity of obviating all the bad 
Conſequences; Whereas Hiſtory affords us di- 
verſe Inſtances, where experienced Stateſmen 
by retrieving wrong Meaſures; have given more 
fucceſsful turns: for the advantage of the Repub- 
lick, than better concerted deſigns could, (hu- 
manly ſpeaking) have effected; Tho ſuch: hap- 
py turns ought rather to be attributed to Divine 
Providence, who often takes care, that where 
nothing but a good | Deſign hath been intended, 
it ſhould not miſcarry, tho' founded upon a fal- 


lible Bottom. that God above may have the glory 


of its Succels, and that the wiſe, tho ow ee 
ma) not boaſt in his Wiſdom. 
On the other ſide, he thar-publiſhes- A” he 


ueſs at the deſigns of the Miniſtry, be the — 


0 to be projected, true or fal ood or 
doth great injury to the publick — — ro- 
«Claiming it as already-concerted ;; for he — 
banters the Miniſlry „ Or ho apogee: it, or n 
the Deſign. 10 

But it requires alaſs, A longer Head» to 7 ei- 


- ther, than che acuteſt Pamphlet- writer of this 


Age ever had; the Engliſh Air is generally ſpeak- 
ing fo foggy, that it requires good Learning, 
and many years experience in Politicks, to ken 
any thing at a diftance, to- project or to pene- 
trate into any of a 10 

State. «Mbps 


— 
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I know, reply'd the old Gentleman, a Fools 

bolt is ſoon ſhort, or in the words of Solomon, an 
unſeaſonable Tale, will * be in the Mouth 7 
the wnwile. | 4 
| - People will be meddling with Martrk,chey i 
know ny, WO of the Poet, * 


_ 5 | 
| Non audet niſi qui didicit dare, quod medicorum eſt 
! Promittunt 1 tractant were * 
E 

& 


News agere ignarus maris timer, dub 


And if ever they hit upon a ſhrew” Fl hing, it 
is loſt in the contempt of the Author, — 
— 4 wiſe Sentence ſhall be rej edted, when it cometh out of 
- | @ fools Mouth, for| be will not ſpeak in due Seaſon. 
- | Here my friends Father forgot his part again, | 
and you Sir proceeded. | 
They in the mean while who cranſa& the great 


e 
© 
13 Affairs of State, have a comfortable time of it, Who | 
are obliged to frame a long Chain, or Series of ſe-- Ul | 
Y cond' Cauſes, and moral Events; whilſt the pro- | 
n, | foundeſt Counſels of their Judgment, and the wa- 
| rĩeſt Steps they can take, ſhall be traverſed by one 
7 or two falſe Brethren crept into the Secret; and 
| then betray d to be canvaſs'd and traduced „by ſuch =. 
d, nauſeous Paphlet- writers, whole very Stile is | 
4 inſipid, or o putrid, that even their pretend- | 
er ing to efpouſe, is alone ſufficient to blaſt or -- "+ 
als | ſpoil, or make abortive the beſt Cauſe, and the = 
beſt concerted meaſures in the World; ſo that 
ei-] there is no Liberty left either for the wileſt i 
ais Stateſmen to project, or the braveſt Commanders | 
k- to execute ſuch noble Deſigns, the felicity of |} 
| 


Ig, whole effects, would otherwiſe fill every good 2 
en Patriot with furpriz ing Satisfaction. bf | 


je- But if the Populace upon the firſt appearance ij 
he of any State-Meaſures, cannot penetrate into 1 

che — of chem, the prime Miniſter muſt ei- 1 
| thec 4 
W. 


e 


Try 


ther take the Key out of his Pocket, and coram 


nobis decypher his meaning, or elſe be threatned 


with ſome impending fate. 

Nor are the inferiour Magiſtrates leſs reſtrain'd 
in their Liberty of acting conſcientiouſly in the 
diſcharge of their Duties; for if an Offender 
comes never ſo juſtly to the Bar, or under the Rod, 
you have a Libel bolts out in 2 or 3 days time, 
with ſuch malicious and falſe Reflections, as 
if it were reſolved to introduce Slavery, by 


bully ing every Officer of State out of his 1 1 


rage and Honeſty. 

Alaſs! For Us and our Poſterity, if asg are 
to go on thus, that the very Magiſtrates, in 
whoſe Hands the Liberty and Property of the 
Subject is, by ancient Law, depoſited, muſt 


* at all manner of Offences, and ſneak 
before the wrong doer for fear of being next 


inſulted. 

How are our venerable Biſhops, our illuſtrious 
1 of Parliament, our honourable Houſe of 
Commons, our Gentry, our Clergy cenſured, and 


on all ſides with Indignities loaded by the Bou- 
tefeus of every different faction, to the great ſcan- 


dal of Government in Church and State. 

If therefore all Senſe of Religioff and Honour, 
and ſafety of the Common- weal, be laid aſleep 
in ſome Mens Underſtanding, yet let the natu- 
ral light and ſenſe of Self- preſervation, awaken 
the minds of thoſe that are in Authority, to con- 


ſider that none of em can be ſafe and eaſy in 


the diſcharge of their ſeveral Duties, till the li- 


centiouſneſs of the Preſs be effectually Reſtrain'd, 


and that the wiſdom of Parliament ſhall think 


it neceſſary, to give a mortal thruſt 1 into the bow- 


els of this Hydra. 8 


( 2 1 ) 
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Let us conſider in the next place; what En: 


couragement in the mean while, our Enemies 
to Church and State meet with, from this 


unreftrain'd Liberty of the Preſs ; the Church is 


in no danger from the Government, becauſe it 
is an integral and eſſential part of it, and none 
but Fools or Madmen can be Enemies to them- 
ſelves, but it may be in danger from theſe tra- 


ducers of Government, as the Fewjſh Church 


ofice was by the practices of Aaron and Miri- 


am, againft their meekly zealous Prince and 
„„ c 
But you ſuppoſed the Caſe not ſo bad, and that 


an innocency like his, is ſecure always of the 


ſame Divine Protection that Moſes found, yet the 
Enemies of, the Eftabliſh'd Church and State, 


will flatter themſelves (you fear'd) by the Apo- 
logue of the Shepherds Boy, that when a real 
Danger appears, ſhe may receive no ſuccour 
from her Friends, that have been abuſed with 


falſe Alarms.” Rees, 


For brevities ſake, becauſe it was pretty late 


that Night, you was willing, rather than add 


other Inſtances of the encouragement given 
to the Enemies of Church and State, by the Li- 


berty of the Preſs. 


To let the next Reaſon againſt it, ſerve for 4 


farther Exemplification. 


+ 1 


To wit, that hereby the Differences and Ani- 
moſities of contending Parties and Factions in 
the Kingdom, are indeed widen'd and aggrava- 
ted, and muſt needs be fo, as long as the Preſs 


lies open for every turbulent and fiercs Writer to 
JJ C 
You thought it a dangerous, at leaſt, a very 


ſevere piece of Policy in Queen Elizabeth, not 


only privately to foment Factions, as many o- 


ther Princes following gy, Counſel of Machia-, 


vel 


» 
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Moderation and 
bhorrs all ſuch 


ry thing may be made worſe than ir is, by telling 


It was an inftance of great Moderation there- 
fore, in Demetrius Poliorcetes, to fling all manner 
of fcurrillons Pamphlets into the River, of what 

| fide ſoever they were wrote, and a more illuſtri- 
ous one in Conſtantine the Great, to burn all. the 
Libels which the Chriſtians of his Age wrote a- 
gainſt one another, without fo much as ſatisfy-- 
ing his Curioſity by reading them; and if now 
the Church and the Diſſenters were reſtrain'd. 
each from writing againſt other, it might be 
excuſed by that Example, which was never cen- 

{ured by any of the Eccleſiaſtical Hiftorians. _ 

Lou queſtion d not but there might be on 
foot, fome wiſe and pious endeavours to extin- 
guiſh our Animoſities, and to extirpate the invi- 
diouſneſs of ſuch hot and cold Diſtinctions, which 

| make one reflecting on the times, think often of 

Bedlam, when Olivers Porter at one end was 
tearing his Pible to pieces, and ſticking it about 
the Room for every body to ſee his Devotions, 

and a Newſmonger at the other end writing 
Almanacks, and predicting Conſequences of 

his own Schemes: Such Partieſhips and Facti- 
ons might be obſerved in the mean time in the 

8 1 middle 
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middle of the Gallery, that it was the fweeteſt 


part of the Entertainment; to CharaRterife each 
other, and yet n none of them all the while thonght 
-himſelf madd. | 
Then you went on more Kerioully, faying, 
all that "the Diſſenters pretend to, is Liberty of 
Conſcience; the Church- Party think the Diſſen- 
ters have it, and the Queen whoſe Word is Sa- 
cred, hath promiſed to maintain it; but let us 
ſee now whether the licentionſneſs of the Pref, 
doth not yet obſtruct the enjoyment of it. 
Liberty of Conſcience is the free enjoyment 
of ones own private Opinion, and every Man 
becauſe his Opinion 1 is Orthodox to bimſelf, 0 
a juſt Title to it, ſo long as he doth not thereb 
<Uifturb the Peace of the Church and State. 
Now as two forts of Diſturbances may __ 
pen to the Church, ſo likewiſe to the Proteſtant 
Diſſenters from it; to deprave the Opinion of 
the Church either in its Common prayer, Do- 
ctrine or Articles, is one ſort of Diſturbance, 
and to moleſt the Miniſter in the exerciſe of nis 
Function is another ; ſo likewiſe to belye the O- 
Pinions of the ſeveral ſorts of Diſſenters, is in- 
inging their Liberty of Conſcience, as = | 
vous without all doubt, and as much a Perfecu- 1 
tion, as to deny them the uſe of their Meeting- | 
_ Houſes; and had you been a Diſſenter, you ſhould 
think worſe, becauſe it not only renders them | 
- contemptible and odious to the People, but pre- 1 
judices and incenſeth the Magiſtrate, from whom if 
if they had it not, they might hope for Indul- 1 
gence. 
" Whereas the licentiouſneſs of the Preſs, often- 4 
times under pretence of expoſing their Errours, . 
repreſents them to hold ſuch Tenets, and as car- 1 
rying on ſuch Deſigns. which are not only in- I} 
gonſiſtent with Chriſtian Religion, but with the 
E 2 Soyvern: 
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Government. by Law eſtabliſhed ;. 1 
the way either to Convert or to Comprehend 
them. | ape) Rh 


Por ſuppoſe, ſaid you, I am a Diſſenter in O- 


pinion and Practice, the proper method to re- 
claim me, is not to repreſent me to the Govern- 


: ment as irreclaimable, by putting falſe and for- 


ced Conſtructions upon my meaning, and ma- 


king me that which I would abhor to be; That is 


a caſe of Hardſhip, and even Perſecution, for other 


People to ſay and publiſh in print, that for my | 
Opinion and Deſign, .(not perhaps without ag- 


| New ie which neyer entred into my mind. 


How hardly ſome Proteſtant Diſſenters have 
been treated in this manner, might be made ap- | 
pear in, ſeyeral Inſtances which I ſhall forbear to 
recount ; and it would be a great fign of Incon- | 


ſiderateneſs in any of them eſpecially, if they 
ſhould oppoſe means of Redreſs, who by defa- 


matory Libels, are traduced as Enemies to Chriſt 


and his holy Goſpel, as they are to Her Ma- 
jeſty and our preſent Eſtabliſnment. 8 
On the other ſide, the Diſcipline and Govern- 
ment of the Church, ought in the mean time to 
be as well protected, as the Governour and Sub- 
ordinate Officers againſt all falſe Conſtructions, 
and the Book of Common-prayer ſhould be no 
more depraved by writing, than by ſpeaking à- 


; Fall it; for the Act of Tolęration is an Act of 


Indulgence, and not Encouragement: It was in- 
tended to leſſen the number of Diſſenters, by 


of a perſecuting Temper. | 
And there is no more occaſion to believe i 
was meant that the Diſſenters ſhould preach to 


the People of the Church of England from the 


Preſs, than from the Pulpit, for otherwiſe the 


Tame Reaſons would hold, for their coming into 


a. 
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This is not 


ſhowing that the Church of England never was 
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Churches to Preach againſt the Eftabliſhment; as 
for the more publick way of Printing againſt it : 
But the only Reaſon for the latter, after En- 
-Quiries is, that which Zoilgs gave when he was re- 
buked for his Impertinence, wi brd une 
zn Mahal; I will da wickedly becauſe I can. 

8. In the next place, you reflected upon what 
eee and Advantage is hereby given 
to the Jeſuits, and other Emiſſaries of the er 
of Rome, for the introducing of Popery. 


For tho' moſt of the Libels printed SLE the 


Eſtabliſhment of the Church, are vulgarly ſup- 
pos'd, by their Stile and Tendency, to be pub- 
Jiſh'd by Proteſtant Diſſenting Parties reſpectively. 
Yet you was willing to have ſuch candid 
Thoughts of all Proteſtanc Diſſenters, as to believe 
the Jeſuits have the main Under -hand in the 
moſt virulent Invectives againſt the Church and 
Church · men; and many of the moſt knowing 
Members of the Church of ent have gived 
jt for their Opinion. 
It is too well known, chat as the Jeſuits were 
the. firſt Broachers of Hereſy amoneſt; Proteſtants, 
ſo they have ever ſince been the great Incendiaries 
amongſt Engiiſh-men ; and, whillt they dare not 
appear bare-faced themſelves, they herd with all 
Parties, to make us deſtroy one another; and 


are willing, rather than fall, to ſacrifice Chri- 


ſtianity it ſelf to the Secular Intereſt and Grandeur 
of the See of Rome. 


Hence it is, that many late Pleas for Mode- 
ration, ate dreſs d up with ſo. high a Seaſoning 


of Deiſm, and diſh'd out with variegated Figures | 


of blooming Rhetorick , againſt thoſe that wait 
at the Reform'd Altar; and that the miſſionary 
Prieſt may not be ſuſpected to have had a hand 
in it, Prieſt and Prieſ-creft are often mention d 
with the utmoſt nr 


Thus 
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1 
Thus whillt-a Learned, an Orthodox, and, for 
the moſt part, a Pious, Meek, and Holy Clergy, 


are villainouſly and very undeſervedly treated 


with Ignominy and Reproach, and the Faults of 


- 
* 
— 


a very ſew guilty Perſons (not one in 50 reported | 
ſo to be) are drawn out in Print, as the Out- | 


Jines of the moſt innocent and beſt deſervin 
Prieſthood in the World, it is no wonder if ign 


rant and ill-affected People ſhould form to them 


ſelves ſtrange and hideous Ideas of the whole. 


It is out of Revenge, as well as Policy, that 


not only the cunning Jeſuits, but the filly Monks, 

that are now'up and down in Diſguiſe in ever 

Corner of the Nation, make uſe of our Preſs te 

patter a more regular Clergy than themſelves. 

4 Thoſe whom, with Envy, they look upon as 
ar | 


whoſe Labours and Succeſſes have been moſt emi- 
nent for the Preſervation and Propagation of the 
Reformed Religion; who, in the late dangerous 
Times, were the braveſt, and well-nigh the fole 
Champions of it; Men that have deny'd them- 


felves all the Honours and Riches that Law or. 


Phyſick would have promoted them to, and taken 
up with a ſmall Portion of this World's Goods, 
meerly that they might be helpful to others in the 


great Concerns of a better. 


- i Theſe, alas! are daily inſulted and vilify'd, 
wich all the Buffoonery and Inſolence which they 


who want Argument and Learning think fit to 


take up with. Nor is it that the Good Men of 
the Church of England want either Wit or Learn- 


ing to expoſe and rebuke ſufficiently theſe Li- 


5 


bellers, by Replies and Rejoinders. 

But the Pamphlets I am ſpeaking of, are truly 
fo very dull and W as it is for thoſe 
two Reaſons only almoſt impracticable to make 
any Anſwer; beſides that they ſwarm about 
2 e chiefly 


che beſt Preachers in ali Chriſtendom, Men 


mon waz e 6) Me 0 1 


W 
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chiefly,: as I ſaid, in Coffee-houſes, where Novelty; 
more than Truth, is the Entertainment ſought 


” no other Way left in View, for 
the re-introducing Popery into England, than by 


ſell. oF 


F Kay. ac. A. 


. FF BS 
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after 3 and it is not fit that grave and ſerious 
Matters ſhould be canvalſs'd in that Place, where 
Men come often reeling out of a Tavern to rinſe: 


L # 2 


And as there is 


Scandalizing the Governours and Miniſters of the 


Church. The Courts of France and Rome, may 


find their Account in another Effect likewiſe ſome 
time or other, by the Freedom of the Preſs; and 
that is in a Matter that I ſhould be almoſt afraid: 
to name, if it had not already began to ſhew it 
I mean, That Umbrage, which Foreign Princes 
and Potentates, our beſt Friends and Allies, may 
ſome time or other be prompted to take, when 


| they ſhall come to ſee, perhaps, their . Perſons, 
their Titles, and their Government, diſhonour'd, 


litigated, and traduced by our Libellers, who, ap- 
pearing in Print, arrogate to themſelves the Con- 
nivance, or it may be thought Indulgence, of 
that Supreme Authority, which Sovereign Powers: 
know very well might, may, and can, provide 
againſt ſuc hinſolent Caprice. 


We our ſelves, more than once, in former 


Times, have felt within our own ſelves the Re- 
ſentment of ſuch Affronts, which the Subjects f 
Foreign Powers have offer'd to our own Princes, 


eſpecially in the Reign of King Charles the Iid. 


when it happen'd (too often) that ſome wanton: 


and dangerous Wits in Holland exercis'd their Talent- 


in making bold with that Monarch, who was too 
great a Judge of Wit, not to ſee himſelf affronted :- 


And tho', when it was complain'd of, it was an- 
ſwer'd, That the Conſtitution of that Republick 


gave greater Liberties to the Subject than we 
3 1 might 


/&9. 
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might ſuppoſe ours would do; yet that Etcuſe 
would not ſerve our turn, we were more incli- 
nable to believe, that there was Connivance, if 
not Countenance, in the Cafe ; and as we know 
there is in every Natiofi an abſolute Power, even 
the puniſhing ſach Offences which might have 
been prevented; was not thought an adequate 
Satisfaction for che Injuries ſuſtain'd, we heart- 
burn'd thereupon, not only the particular Authors 
themſelves, - but their Government likewife, for 
not preventing ſuch Liberties, taking it for granted 
that the Publick was anſwerable for whatſoever was 
in their Dominions made publick; and that which 
was, doubtleſs, but the Effect of Unwarineſs or 
Remiſneſs in that Government, was by us ag- 
_ gravated to that degree, as it became none of the 
leaſt Articles of Complaint, and made uſe of by 
the ſecret Intrigues of France, as a Pretence of- 
ra, in beginning a very bloody and unhappy 
r 154 bels +2116 
How ſmall 4 Spatk many times kindles a 
reat Fire! And it is with great Concern, when 
reflect upon the Dangers we lie under, whilſt 
the Preſs is open. Who can foreſee, nay, rather, 
who cannot, the fatal Conſequences that may 
happen from the Scurcility of thoſe Pens, who, 
when a Humour takes, will have no more Re- 
gard to the Honour of Foreign Princes, than of 
that which is due to our own ? Res ſtulta eff 
nequitiæ modus, there is no Mean in Miſchief : No 
Mortal can ſay either to the Raging of the Sta, or 
to the Madneſs of the People, thou ale go thus far, 
and no farther. What Excufe, at ſuch a time, 
will it be to anſwer, That the Engliſh Preſs is al- 
ways open? Let us but turn the Tables, and ſup- 
poſe that an Ergliſh Miniſter, Reſident at ſome 
Foreiga Court, ſhould complain of fome Publick 
Scandal upon our Good Queen and her Govern+ 
1 1 ment; 


(41) 
ment; would it ſatisfy the Honour of the Britiſh 
Nation, to haye it ſaid, that the Authors are un- 
known, and that if they could be found out, 
proſecuted, and convicted, they ſhould be Fined 
or Impriſon'd; which our Reſident, in the mean 
time, informs them is never like to be, by reafon_ 
of ſome Deficiencies in that Government ? 1 
Ik this were the Caſe, (you'll fay,) it could be 
no juſt Cauſe of War; but God grant it may ne- 
ver be a Pretence, when any Foreign Powers 
may think it their Intereſt to make War upon us. 
A wiſe Government ſhould prevent all Occafions, 
and cut off all foreſeen Handles of Pretence for 
aggravating a Manifeſto, _ ET 
Our Courants, Mercuries, Obſervators, and other 
Printed Papers, under the Denomination of 
Poſt Advices , are very apt to be too "familiar 
with Sovereign Potentates, I will not ſay of every 
one of them; Curioſus nemo eſt, qui non ſit malevolns. 
But there are other Authors whom I forbear to 
mention, who ſeem to have it in their Heads to 
embarraſs the Queen's Affairs, by putting her Mi- 
niſtry to the Trouble of finding out Excuſes for 
their not being able to hinder the Printing of Li- 
bels, ſuch as reflect upon Foreign Affairs; whilſt 
no other Arguments but Blood and Money, in a 
valt Expence, for their Defence who have been 
{ſometimes traduced by thoſe Libels, could eaſily 
perſwade the World, that the whole Britiſh Na- 
tion, as well as their Queen, abhors all manner of 
Affronts offzr'd to their dear Friends and Allies. 
What faith the Preacher? 4 Man of an ill Tongue 
is dangerous in his City; and be that is raſh in his 
Talk ſhall be bated. You added, Jara inventa metu 
injuſti, fateare neceſſe eſt. „ 
10. You concluded as with the greateſt Conſide- 
ration of all, to wit, what we are to expect from the 
Liberty of the Prefs, with regard to a Reſozmation 
of Panners, e 3 90 
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the only Sins of the Nation? Why, if they were 


( 42) 


Io reform a wicked Age, ſaid the Old Gentle” 


man, is a Noble and moſt Chriſtian Undertaking 3 


Peace and Comfort be to thoſe Men who are 
heartily and unfeignedly in this great and pious 
Deſign : The Bleſſings of the utmaſt Bounds of the Ever- 


Taſting Hills be on Them and their Poſterity, who 


are in no other reſpect ſeparate from their Brethren, 


than by the holy Diſtinction of doing the Work 


of the Lord not deceitfully. 


But Oh that it were in the Hearts of every one 
of them, that have. liſted themſelves under his 


Banner, to ſeparate from all worldly and carnal 


Intereſts, not to conſule with Fleſh and Blood ; 
and much leſs bow down in the Houſe of Rimmon. 
Oh that they would not approach any Gentile 
Oracle, to hear what can be ſaid in Defence of 
that which, primo intuitu, their own Conſciences | 
tell em, can never be conſiſtent with what they 
have undertaken. 1 | 


And can they, reply'd you, bope in good earneſt | 


to make any conſiderable Progreſs in their Work, 
till the great and notorious Obſtacle of all be re- 
mov'd ? Is it poſſible for the Age to be reform'd, 


before its School-maſter, the Preſs, be ſo ? Is it not 


a vain thing to fzek to unteach thoſe Things, 
which there is much Opportunity and Encourage- 
ment to learn? MN. 
Were J a leading Member of that noble Society, 


I ſhould make it my firſt Care, like a wiſe Phy- 


ſician, to hinder the Accumulation of Cauſes, 
before I look'd after the Effects; Quando aliquid 
probibetur, prohibetur & omne per quod devenitur ad 
ud, If it is not ſo, it ought fo to be; and 


if the Laws are deficient as to the Cauſes of Evil, 


= muſt be firſt mended, in order to hinder the 
Are Swearing, Drunkenneſs, and Whoredoms, 


fo, 


a ( 43 ) 

fo, J ſhould think that a Reſtraint upon the Prefs 
is the firſt proper Mean to prevent and ſup- 
preſs even thoſe Sins, inaſmuch as they are the 
plain Effect of a Contempt of God and Religion, 
which is profeſſedly taught by almoſt every one 
of thoſe Pamphlets, that would not be allow'd 
an Jmp2imatur under a due Regulation. 
Ay, ſaid the Old Gentleman, the Pulpits and 
Printing-Preſſes have a long time been at War 
wich each other I can't fay which hath had 
the greateſt Succeſs, but they that are on the Side 
of the Goſpel can eafily determine which is the 
better Cauſe ; and if they. who know it will not 
aſſiſt in diſarming the unjuſt Adverſary, but leave 


it to Providence, they muſt expect no Reward 


from that Providence, unleſs what is due to thoſe 
that ſlightly heal the Wounds of God's People, by apply- 
ing untimely Medicines, before an effectual Stop 
be put to the Conflux of Humours. 2p 
My Friend ſmiled to fee his Father's Zeal take 
place of his firſt Deſign : And then you rejoin'd ; 
If we would ſuppreſs Prophaneneſs, Intempe- 
rance, and Uncleanneſs, thoſe three loud Cara- 
rats of the mighty Inundation of Sin, which 
is like to overflow and deftroy the whole Na- 
tion; let the Sluices be firſt put down, and the 
Torrent by that means ſtopp'd; or eiſe we do 
like thoſe Seamen in a Calm, that ply the Pumps, 
without endeavouring to ſtop the Leaks, till ſuch 
a Storm ariſeth as they cannot if they would. 
Now bad Principles are the Cauſe of bad Lives, 
and all our bad Principles are owing to bad 
Books; for tho' every Man can't read, yet the 
moſt Illiterate take Example by choſe that can, 
as ſuppoſing them Judges ot what may be alledg'd 
on either ſide: And let the Clergy ſay what they 
will in the Pulpit, whilſt the Gentry, who pre- 
tend to read otherwiſe, live all the Week in De- 
— ''- 0 
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J | 
fiance of thoſe Truths they hear on Sundays. 
'The Common People, byaſsd with their own 


| Luſts, have an Apology at hand for walking as 


the others do. : 9 
So that to make a thorough Reformation, they 
that can read muſt be put under as great an In- 


capacity, in reference to bad Books, as they that 


can't; for the Tares can't be fo eaſily pluck'd up, 
as the Wheat might have been watch'd, to pre- 


vent the Adverſaries ſowing of the bad Grain. 1 
This latter Method is attended with no Dangers 


or Difficulties, tis practicable and eaſy, to pre- 
vent the Opportunity of being poiſon' d with im- 


pious Notions once for all; and when nothing can 


be met with in Theory to blaſt the firſt Principles 
of a good and virtuous Education, the Practice not 
only of the forenam'd Sins will abate, but alſo De- 


traction, Buffoonry, Slander, Strife, Lying, He- 


reſy, Sedition, Rebellion, Treaſon, Deiſm, Atheiſm, 
Blaſphemy, and other ſuch Sins which cry out as 
loud for Vengeance as any other. Theſe are 
Sins which the Nation abounds in, and might, 


in a great meaſure, be prevented, by reſtraining 


the Flagitiouſneſs of the Preſs. 
Here the Old Gentleman could not refrain 


again. Were I a Parliament-man, faid he, I 


| ſhould think my ſelf anſwerable in the Great 


Day of Account (when Wit ſhall bide it ſelf, 
and Underſtanding withdraw it ſelf into bis ſecret 


Chamber) for all ſuch Sins of the whole Na- 
tion, as might eaſily be prevented, in a great 
meaſure, by a Law which I either voted againſt, 
or which I did not uſe my utmoſt Endeavour to 
promote. I have heard you ſay tis a Maxim in 


Law, Qui non obſtat quod obſtare poteſt, facere videtur. 
Good Law ſay you, and good Reaſon ſay I, tho I 


don't like that Latin fo well as your other Sentence, 


Lui non probibet quod probibere poteſt, alſentire videtur. 
a 2 And 
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And ſo long as ſuch Reflections are wanting in 
Men's Minds, tis evident they can have but vain 
Pretenſions to that Faith which they profeſs. I 
am convinced, and will gainſay no longer. 
He that is not with me, ſaith Chriſt, is again 
me, and ſuch is an Enemy to Chriſt and his Re- 

ligion. Chrift came to deſtroy the Works of the Devil; 
But where is the Devil's Work carry'd on now 
afreſh, ſo much as in Printing-houſes 2 Were the 
Apoſtles themſelves to preach now amongſt us, 
Demetrius and his Craftſmen would, by this Means, 
| be ſtill making Shrines for their Dian. 
You have given, Sir, Reaſons enough which 


| regard the State, why the Licentiouſneſs of the 


Preſs is no longer to be endur'd ; and have 
ſhow'd the Dangers and Miſchiefs arifing from 
it daily, the Pricks and Wounds that Innocence 
and Goodneſs have lately felt, and which have 
_ almoſt effected ſome convulſive Symptoms. 
They who are jealous for the Peace and Quiet 
of the Nation, cannot, I believe, apprehend a 
Danger at Home ſo much from any thing, as what 
doth actually diſturb the Queen's Government, 


and diſtract her Peoples Minds: And who knows, 


prefiſcine dicam, but a Civil War began with Ink 
may end in Blood. Thoſe Gentlemen that will noc 


| bear to hear their Mothers, Wives, or Siſters, call'd 


W „ may be under a Provocation, ſome 
time or other, when the Conſtruction of what 
they read ſhall be the calling their Saviour an 
Impoſtor, their Religion a Trick, their Queen a 


precarious Governour , and Themſelves Knaves 


and Fools: Deteriores omnes ſumus Licentia, is ex- 
emplify'd too much amongſt us both actively and 
| paflively. Es 


— ——}/ yum nimiaſ illa Licentia. 


| Profetto evadet in aliquod magnum malum. : 
| ut 


a2 
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But T would have no ſecular Conſideration the 


efficient Cauſe of a Law, that ſhall moſtly con- 
cern God and Religion. If the Civil Government 
could be ſafe and eaſy without a Regulation of 
the Preſs, yet Religion and Virtue cannot be ſo; 
and that's reaſon enough, why Innovations, and 
much more Inſolencies, as to what concerns the 
Cauſe of God, ſhould be reſtrain d, Reyes qui ſer- 
viunt Cbriſto, faciunt leges pro chi. 
Let the true Servants of God conſider, that the 
primitive Chriſtians burnt their bad Books; and 
in this degenerate Age, the prodigious Number 


ol bad Books multiplies lo, that the Price of them 


cannot be counted. 
lam afraid we are fallen ſo much from Primitive 
a Chrildianicy „that if thoſe curious Books had not 
been burnt, we ſhould have had ſome of them Eng- 
liſh'd and Reprinted now; tho perhaps with leſs 
Danger to Religion, than thoſe more inſipid 
Originals that {warm abroad in every Term. 
Behold we put Bitts in Horſes mouths that they may 
obey us; and ſo far as intire Obedience is due to 
| pr-4 Goſpel, the Unrulineſs of the Preſs ought to 


be bridled left the whole World ſhould be ſet, 


on fire of Hell before the general Conflagration, 

God knows how near the End. of all Things may 
de at hand; let us therefore watch and be Sober, 

and not conform our ſelves: to a mad World, but 
reprove it, by Silencing the Works of Darkneſs, 

that the Light of the glorious Goſpel of Chriſt 

may ſhine out in its Primitive Simplicity and 

„ 

This, Sir, is che zune of chat Conference: 


And 1 hope you will take Nothing amiſs from] 


your Obedient Servant. 


P.S. I juſt now received likewiſe from my 


ſaid Friend, a Paper wrote by the Old Gentle- 
man, his Father, ſoon after. the aforeſaid Confe- 
- xence, as followeth, PROPO- 
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(47) 
PROPOSALS for accommodating the 
Regulation of the Preſs, to the Senti- 
mente of Moderate Men. 


Humbly ſubmitted to the Falgment of both Houſes of 
ULLAME NT. nh dn ſes of 


IN the Firſt place, Let the Ac of Parliament 


made in the 13th or 14th of King CHARKES 
the Second, be reviſed and conſidered ; together 


with the Journals of both Houſes : in reference 


to the making of that AR, The main of which 


runs thus: 


WMhereas the well Government and Regulating 
of Pzinters, and Printing-Pzeffes, is matter of pub⸗ 
lick and great Concernment; Cſpecially conſidering 
that by the general Licentiouſneſs of the late Times, 
man p epil⸗dilpoled Perſons have ben encouraged 
to Print and Dell Yeretical, Schiſmatital, Blafphe- 


mos, Deditious and Treafonable Eos, Pam- 
phlets, and Papers, and do ſtill continue ſuch their 


unlawfyl and erozbitant Practices, to the high dil⸗ 
honour of Almighty God, the endangering the Peace 
of thele Kingdoms, and raiſing a Difaffegion to Pig 


molt excellent Pajeſty and His Government; foz 


Prevention whereof, uo furer Means can be adviſed, 
than by reducing and limiting the Number of Pꝛint⸗ 


- ing-P2efſes, &c. in manner as is herein, &c. 

Enaded, That ns Perſon oz Perſous whatever, 
_ Hall——Painc, oz cauſe to be Peinted, any Yere- 
_ tical, Seditious, &c. Wok oz Pamphlee, 8c. 


Further Enaten, That no pzivate Pevfon oꝛ Per⸗ 
ſons whatever, ſhall——Pzint, oz caule to be P2int- 


| ey, any Book oz Pamphlet, unleſs the ſame be firſt 
Entred, &c, (Except As of Parliament, 


Peoclas 
mations, 


193. 
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mations, &c.) 02 firſt lawfully Licenſed and Au⸗ 


thorized, &c. Books of Law by the Lo2d Chancel- 
Jour oz Lozd-Keeper, Lows Chief Juſtices and Lo2d 
Chief Baron of the Exchequer z Books of Piſtozy 
by the Paincipal Secretaries of State; Books of 
Deraldzy by the Earl Marſhal, oz Kings at Arms. 


Other Books, as Divinity, Phyſick, Philoſophy, &c. 
by the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, Biſhop of Lon- 


don, The Chancellour oz Uice-Chancelloz of either 


of the Univerſities, &c. oz by their, oz any of their 
Appointment, &. | 

In the next place, Let be conſidered what Ex- 
ceptions have been taken at this Act; what In- 


conveniencies it was ever thought to produce, 

and what Improvements might have been added . 
to it, all which may, I think, be comprehended 
in a few Amendments ; which I thus humbly 


Propofe. 


1. Firſt, That for the Eaſe of the Subject, the 


Number of Licenſers be enlarged, and the Spea= | 


ker of each Houſe of Parliament, every Privy- 


Counſellour, and other State-Officers who hold 
their Offices by no other Tenure than Quam diu 


fe bene geſſerint, may be Commiſſion'd thereto by 


the Queen's Sign Manual; ſo that the two Arch- 


Biſhops, The Biſhop of London, The Lord Al- 


moner, The Dean of the Chappel-Royal, The 
Queen's Chaplains in Ordinary for Divinity; Her 
Majeſty's Phyſicians in Ordinary for Phyſick and | 
_ Philoſophy ; Her 12 Judges, Attorney and Solli- 
citor-General, and her Council at Law, for the 
Law, and the like, to whom there may be an 
_ eaſy acceſs, may, for the ſake of Diſpatch, have 


Power of Licenſing. 


2. Secondly, That for more eafe of the Subject, 
no Licenſer ſhall keep any Manuſcript Copy, 


brought 
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n 
brought to him to be licenſed, above ſuch a 
number of Days, in proportion to the Bigneſs of 
the Manuſcript (ſuppoſing it after the Propor- 
tion of one Day for every three Sheets, more 
or leſs pro rats) under ſuch a Penalty, excepting 
Privy-Counſellors, Biſhops, ce. 
3. Thirdly, That for the ſtill greater caſe of 
the Subject, there be nothing demanded or re- 
ceived for Licenſing any Book or Paper; and 
that any Perſon convict of Bribery by any ſingle 
Teſtimony upon Oath, before a Juſtice of Peace 
or Maſter in Chancery, be utterly incapacitated 
to be any longer a Licenſer till he have purged 
himſelf before the Privy-Council, ſaving that 
any Licenſer may be allowed to accept of any 
Number, not exceeding Six of the Copies of 
the Book or Paper which he hath licenſed. 
43. Fourthly, That the Form of a Licence be in 
theſe, or the like Words ; - Th 


I Have read all and every Part of this Book, te. 


and find Nothing in it that, in my Opinion, tends 


to Hereſy, Sedition, Treaſon; Prophaneneſs, or any Im- 
morality 3 and therefore I judge it fit to be Printed. 
Witneſs my Hand, N. N. and let it be Atteſted by 
two or more Witneſſes. 


F. Fifthly, That a Penalty be inflifted. upon 
every Printer, Publiſher, Bookſeller and Hawker, 
upon whom any Book or printed Paper ſhall be 
found without ſuch a Licence prefixt to it. 
And that the Intent of the Law may not be 

| Eluded by a voluntary Payment of the Mulct; 1 
offer humbly my Opinion, that the Penalty be 
not ſmall: For I remember, that when the Pe- 
nalty of ſtriking a Roman Citizen by a Law of 
the 12 Tables was no more than 25 Aﬀes ; one 
L. Neratius, à young _— Patrician, had a Ser- 
Ss yant 


of Controverſial Divinity. 


R 
vant follow'd bim with a Bag of Money, The 
Maſter inſulting and beating every Citizen he 


pleas d, and the Servant aying down immedi- 
itely che ſmall Sum. f 


: . Sirthly, That in an to ſack proteſtant 
Diſſenters ehe are indulged by the Act of Tole- 
ration: This Act may not extend to 0 2 98 
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Provided, 

bana Hr, That beſore uch a Dir The Heads 

of each Sect or Party reſpectively do exhibit in 
Writing to the Archbiſhop” of Canterbury , the 


Names of five Perſohs; known, approved of, and 


elected, to be fit Superviſors of the Writing s of 
each reſpeRive Se, and the ſaid Choice f red 
and ſealed by 20 of che moſt known and diſtin- 
guiſſ d Profeſſors of the ſaid Sect. | 
2. That the ſame Profeſſors, or 4 me number, 


hall have Liberty, Year by Year , of alterin 


their Liſt of Superviſors ; 25 that every ſuc 


by ſhall be Regiſter'd (payin g a very: [mall Fes) 
inthe Faculty- Office. 
That no Printer or publiſher mall be ex- 
empt from the Penalty of this Law, in Printin 
or Pübliſhing any Book or Paper wich hat 
not the Suffrage of Three of the ſaid Five Su- 


perviſors, under Hand and Seal, in this, or che 
like Form: : 


7 4 : i " *, F © - Cy 
415 8 & 


T E. 5e. Names are RO TP 4 | ncerely 

V reftify, that Nothing i is contain 7; in this Book 
Contradictory or Derogat ory to any Article of. the Apo- 
folical or Nicene Creed, or the Queen's Majeſty s 
Titles and Authority, her lawful Heirs and [ Sutceſſors ; 8 
nor againſt the holy Scriptures, andigood” Manners ; 


nor contrary to the avow'd Principles and Tenets of the 


People of our Profeſſion , known and diſtinguiſh d by the 


Name of Engliſh Presbyreflans, Independants, &. 
Witneſs our Handi 7.0 55 7. 
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J. Seventhly, That any Printer or Bookſeller 


r ſhall be allowed at all times, without Fee or Re- 


Ward to inſpect the ſaid Regiſter, and Collate 


the Hands of the ſaid Superviſors, _— any 


Perſon convict of Forging any Superviſor's Hand, 


ſhall be guilty of Felony, without Benefit of 


Clergy. 


8. Eighthly, That every Printer ſhall be Bound 


to the Society of Starioners in a Bond of to 


Print nothing but what he receives from the Li- 


cenſer's own Hands, Licenſed as aforeſaid; and 


_ ſhall-not Print any Alterations of the Copy ſo 


delivered without Leave firſt obtain d of tlie ſaid 
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9. Ninthly, That a fair Duplicate of the ſaid 
Copy in Writing ſhall be left in the Hands of the 


ſaid Licenſer, if he thinks fit to demand it; but 
the Licenſer ſhall not be obliged to inſiſt upon 
; ſuch a Demand. . 1 r 


10. And laſtly, Becauſe it cannot be foreſeen at 
preſent what occaſions there may be hereafter of 
amending, improving or altering the ſaid Act, or 
what other Equivalent Proviſions the Legiſlature 


may think fit to make; I humbly 'propoſe that 


the Time and Experience of Three Years only 
may be allowed, or a, leſs Space, as the Parlia- 
ment ſhall think fit; to whole Wiſdom and Con- 
{ideration I humbly ſubmit every thing that 1 
have here offer'd, Beſeeching God. Almighty to 


- direct and pꝛolper all their Conſultations, co rhe Ad⸗ 


©  vancement of his Glozy, the Good of his Church, 


the Safety, Honour and Welfare of our Sovereign 
and Her Kingdoms, That Peace and Pappineſs, 
Truth and Juftice, Religion and Piety may be Eſta⸗ 
bliſh'd among us fo2 all Generations, Amen, 
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